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Headteacher’s Open Evening Speech 2015 

Good evening and welcome.  I am the Headteacher of Hayesfield Girls’ School and I have to 
tell you that I have one of the best jobs in the world!  As you will see for yourselves this 
evening, this is because I work with a dedicated and expert team of teachers and support 
staff.  And of course, I am also daily in the company of a marvellous group of lively, multi-
talented and friendly young women – our Hayesfield students. 

My job is special, because I have the responsibility and challenge to oversee the 
transformation from an 11 year old girl, nervously setting foot in the big school for the first 
time to a confident young woman ready, to take on the world. And, of course, as 
Headteacher, I have the yearly challenge to further raise the standards in an already very 
successful school.  

This is an important time for you as parents – it is time to choose the right secondary school 
for your child.  If you live in Bath, you are very lucky. You are not only close to Hayesfield, 
but you are also close to several other good schools. If you live in surrounding towns and 
cities like Frome, Trowbridge and Bristol you are also lucky.  As we are the only state girls’ 
school our admission policy reserves up to 20% of places for girls outside the catchment 
area.  

No matter where your home is though, you all have one thing in common. You will rightly 
want to choose the right school for your child – the school where she will learn, flourish and 
thrive. 

I am going to spend a few minutes describing Hayesfield School, so that you can see how 
Hayesfield might be the right school for your daughter. 

I would like begin by sharing with you the values that underpin our school.  We have a 
traditional set of values, which are based on establishing mutual respect between students 
and staff.  Honesty, Integrity, Equality, Responsibility, Creativity, Challenge, Support, 
Happiness and Ambition are all words that describe our Hayesfield community. 

Hayesfield is a girls’ school up to GCSE and then we welcome boys into our Sixth Form. We 
are passionate about being a girls’ school up to 16 because we know that girls flourish in 
single sex education.  Here they have the freedom from stereotyping that allows them to 
have limitless aspirations and here they will be given opportunities that will allow them to 
gain the confidence and resilience that they will need to become the leaders of tomorrow.   

Our girls set themselves goals and then to grab hold of opportunities that will help them to 
realise their dreams.  At Hayesfield, your daughter will take charge of the practical work in 
Science or Technology.  She will learn in an environment that specialises in girls’ education 
and learn with teachers who adapt their lessons accordingly. She will be challenged to be 
the best she can be. 
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Hayesfield is a very successful school. But let’s face it, I would say that wouldn’t I? I am, 
after all, the Headteacher!  I would like to show you the evidence – our results at GCSE and 
A Level (see Power Point). 

I think it is important to show you that Hayesfield has been an academically successful 
school for a number of years. We want your daughter to stay at Hayesfield for 5 or 7 years, 
and it is important that you have confidence that the high quality of education here is 
consistent and long lasting for both GCSE and for A Levels.   

The trend of results over time for both GCSE and A Level is a positive one. It shows you that 
we are not a complacent school – we are hard-working and continually improving.   This has 
not gone unnoticed!  We achieved record breaking exam results this summer and I hope you 
were able to read the fantastic press articles about our students’ achievements.  We also 
received two letters from Bath’s Member of Parliament to say congratulations on our 
success. 

We are proud to be a comprehensive school in which our students continually achieve 
excellent GCSE results. Our results are well above the national average in all areas and 
above the BANES average, too.  Put simply, this means that students at Hayesfield achieve 
better than they would in most other schools in the country. 

I’d like to explain a few bits of data in the table (see Power Point). 

Firstly, we are proud to be an inclusive school and so we have vocational and academic 
course to suit students of all abilities.  We have flexibility in the curriculum to ensure that 
every single student can access the right course for them and achieve their ambition.  In 
2015, almost all students left Hayesfield with 5 passes at GCSE. 

We are consistently in the top 5% of schools nationally for the amount of girls who achieve 
5 or more A* and A grades at GCSE.  One third of our students gained five or more A* and A 
passes in 2015.  We have a strong Gifted and Talented provision that enables girls to take 
challenging subjects like AS Critical Thinking, Latin, Further Maths, three Sciences, Dual 
languages and more.  Our options for GCSE also include fast track courses for PE, RS, Music 
and Dance.  This means that students with a talent in these areas can take these courses as 
an additional GCSE.  Our programme of events to support and inspire our gifted and talent 
students includes visiting speakers, trips to universities and individualised academic support. 

But we also have a consistent 100% pass rate for our alternative vocational courses and are 
the proud owners of the Employability Chartermark – we are one of only 25 schools in the 
Southwest who own this award.  This award shows that we are committed to ensuring that 
our students receive high quality careers guidance and advice.  We ensure that our students 
leave school with the qualifications, characteristics, and skills that are desired by employers.  
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And at A level we are continuing to improve our results.  We are very proud of our 100% 
pass rate at A Level and over half of grades are at the top A*-B standard. Our students 
achieve A levels, high quality BTECs and other qualifications like the Extended Project, that 
allows them to access top universities and the most competitive courses.   

Almost all of our Sixth Formers go on to further education. Over one in three of our Sixth 
Formers leave to go to elite Russell Group Universities.  Hayesfield girls go on to study 
medicine, architecture, engineering and law, amongst others.  This year, four of our 
students will be living their dream.  They are off to Oxford University shortly.  Our 
programme for entry to elite universities boasts a 100% successful rate! 

Hayesfield alumni includes doctors, architects, lawyers, therapists and accountants.  We are 
always welcoming ex-Hayesfield girls back to give talks and seminars so that they can inspire 
the next generation.  

So, how do our girls do so well? 

I would like to share with you some quotes from Ofsted that help to explain. 

When you come to our Open Morning or Afternoon, you will have the chance to feel the 
positive learning atmosphere that surrounds our school.  You will not walk around room 
after room of girls sitting working in silence. That is not the always the best way to learn! 
Our girls work together, discuss ideas together and support each other.  You will find 
classrooms full of young women who know how they learn best and get on and do it! 

Our teachers challenge and enthuse students and make them think!  As a result, our 
students can express their ideas and have the confidence to do so! 

We want to nurture or even discover your daughter’s skills and talents.  Being at school is so 
much more than just lessons!  We have a vast extra-curricular program that takes place 
after school every day.  This is called PERIOD 6 and it is based on activities that will stretch, 
support or enrich your daughter’s learning.  Activities include rowing, debating, kit car 
building, yoga, trampolining and mandarin.  We’ve even got a horse riding club, who 
compete for our school.   

We have a huge number of PE clubs and we have young sports women who compete 
nationally.  Our netball, hockey and rounders teams win almost everything!  Our annual 
Sports Awards Evening this year was hosted by ex-Hayesfield Olympian, Amy Williams.  This 
picture shows how many girls received awards for participation in sporting events at 
Hayesfield – there are over 150 girls in this picture!  

And our orchestra and choirs are winners too.  This picture was taken to celebrate our 
success at the Mid Somerset festival, where we were awarded the trophy and plate for the 
junior and senior female choirs.  
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We also provide opportunities for your daughter to develop personal responsibility, 
leadership and self-discipline.  We have a House system which allows students to be elected 
as representatives for Sports, the School Council and for their Tutor Group.   

We also provide challenging, exciting and adventurous activities.  We have an established 
Duke of Edinburgh program that involved around 200 students, on the journey from Bronze 
to Gold.  This year we have also joined the Combined Cadet Forces team at KES.  
Opportunities are endless.  Milly, Holly and Anna can’t wait to tell you all about what goes 
on during and after our school day!  

I would now like to talk about Behaviour – this is a serious issue for parents when choosing a 
school. Here are two headlines from the last Ofsted report that we are incredibly proud of, 
and which say it all (see Power Point) 

One of the biggest benefits of being a girls’ school is that our pastoral team are dedicated 
professionals who know all about the problems and issues that girls can face through 
adolescence. They are trained facilitators who can manage and resolve friendship issues 
that can otherwise negatively impact on a girls’ experience of school.  Our girls trust our 
pastoral team and know they will be well cared for at a personal level – they feel safe and 
secure at our school. 

And what about you?  

You are an incredibly important part of your child’s life and learning, and we want to work 
with you. I see the home-school- student relationship as a triangle of success – and it’s all 
about communication.  We work with you by sharing information with you about your 
daughter’s progress and responding to your concerns and queries.  

We want you to know about the myriad of events that take place in our school, so we 
produce a weekly bulletin.  This shares with you what has happened in school that week and 
what there is to look forward to.  It’s great reading! Every week I enjoy writing about what 
I’ve been up, or specific girls’ achievements that have made me a proud Headteacher! 

There has been a great investment into making Hayesfield a 21st century learning 
environment that is inspirational for our learners.  We are very proud of our specialist 
Science, Sport, Technology and Performing Arts facilities.  Our newest project, the East Wing, 
which houses our Sixth Form was opened in November.  

But don’t be fooled – It’s not the bricks and mortar or concrete and glass that makes 
Hayesfield a great school  – it is what goes on inside that matters most and you will see this 
this tonight and in the Open Days. The biggest factor in ensuring high quality learning is high 
quality teaching. 

A Hayesfield teacher is something special – this is how we see ourselves: happy, ambitious, 
caring, hardworking, knowledgeable, optimistic and inspirational.  These are drawings made 
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by the teachers about themselves – they’re not all great artists, but most importantly, we all 
have a heart! 

I will be honest –I could enthuse for hours about my school. But don’t worry – I’m not going 
to! I’d much rather that you hear from our students themselves.  

I have three of our students here, who have volunteered to talk to you about their 
experiences of Hayesfield School.  I think they will give you and your daughter the best 
insight into what being it means to be a Hayesfield Girl. 

 


