
 
 

Homework Policy 
 
Aim 
Homework plays an integral part in the delivery of the curriculum and is used to extend and support student 
learning. The aim of this Homework Policy is to outline the school’s approach to homework and to detail the 
procedures used to set and monitor homework provision.   

 
Content 
This Homework Policy supports the Assessment, Reporting and Recording Policy and the Teaching and Learning 
Policy.  Homework activities at Hayesfield Girls’ School: 
 

• help students to become confident, motivated and independent learners; 
• provide parents with an opportunity to take part in their child’s education; 
• consolidate, reinforce and extend the knowledge, skills and understanding developed at school; 
• help children and young people to develop the skills and attitudes that they need to become lifelong 

learners. 
 
All students receive and are expected to complete homework. Homework may take the form of writing, reading, 
learning, researching, drawing, calculating or practising a skill (further examples are detailed in Appendix 1). 
Appendix 2 details the school’s responsibility to differentiate homework according to need.  The expected time 
allocated to homework per year group is shown in Appendix 3. The yearly homework timetable is available on the 
parents’ section of the website and is available via a link on the curriculum page. 
 
Procedures 
All Faculties have their own homework policies and procedures aligned with this overall school policy, including 
practical suggestions about the work to be set, offering clear guidance on how staff should set and mark homework 
and on procedures to be followed when homework is not done. Guidelines on possible homework activities are 
evident within schemes of work or course programmes of study.  
 
Homework set is recorded in Student Planners, or set via SIMS Learning Gateway. Deadlines are clearly stated by 
teachers. Reports to parents include a comment and effort level on students’ attitude and diligence in completing 
homework tasks.  
 
A homework club is available after on both campuses after school for students, to support students in their 
homework. In addition, Hayesfield staff host a homework club at Southside Youth Hub every Monday and Thursday, 
from 4pm.. 
 
Responsibilities  
It is the responsibility of the subject teacher to set and mark homework as detailed in Appendix 5.  
Students are responsible for completing homework by the set date and parents are asked to support their child as 
detailed in Appendix 6. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluating 
Subject staff monitor the completion and quality of all homework set. Heads of Faculty assure the quality and 
regularity of homework set in their Faculty through work sampling. The Assistant Headteacher (Teaching and 
Learning) coordinates work sampling across the school to ensure quality and regularity of homework provision. 
 
 
Approved by: Senior Leadership Team     Date: September 2016 

Review date: September 2018  



 
 
Appendix 1 
 
Homework Tasks 
 
The following table shows the types of activities that are suitable for homework: 
 

Types of suitable homework activity KS3 KS4 KS5 
Reading √ √ √ 
Learning key words √ √ √ 
Memorising new material √ √ √ 
Researching √ √ √ 
Revising for a test or examination √ √ √ 
Summarising  √ √ √ 
Practising key skills √ √ √ 
Coursework  √ √ 
Project work √ √ √ 
Preparing presentations/ posters/ seminars √ √ √ 
Making models √ √ √ 
Essay planning or writing √ √ √ 
Collecting resources for lessons √ √ √ 
Watching or listening to educational programmes √ √ √ 
Interviewing √ √ √ 
Follow up or further develop class work √ √ √ 

 
We would not normally expect the following activities to be set as a Homework task:  
 
• Copying out exercises which do not allow constructive consideration of material; 
• Colouring in work carried out in lessons; 
• Any activity which assumes home ownership of specific resources that will disadvantage certain students; 
• Merely finishing class work – this places too heavy a burden on some and too light a burden on others. 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 
 
The Need for Differentiation 
 
In general, homework is related to, and set as, specific subjects, and is appropriate to the age and ability of the 
students and the time allocated for the task.  The type and scale of tasks is varied so that it is manageable for each 
student – this means that homework, like class work, needs to be differentiated.  Teachers will consult a student’s 
Individual Education Plan (IEP), where appropriate, when setting homework and ensure that the nature of the 
homework is adapted accordingly.  Some students will require assistance in writing their homework into their 
Planner – this can be done by hand or the use of a pre-printed sticker or note. 
  



 
 
Appendix 3 
 
Homework Allocations 
 
The homework timetable for individual subjects is designed to be flexible, but is monitored so that students receive 
the appropriate amount of homework.  Students are expected to use their ‘self-management’ skills to ensure that all 
subject deadlines are met.  To ensure that no student receives an excessive demand for homework to be completed 
on any one evening, staff will usually set homework so that students have at least two evenings in which to complete 
it.  The table below shows the expected frequency and length of homework activities: 
 
 KS3 KS4 KS5 
Frequency The homework timetable is 

flexible for subjects, but 
should equate to between 4.5 
to 7 hours per week. 
 
All subjects, except 
Computing, Dance, Drama, 
Music and PE, usually set 
homework at least once per 
week 
 
 

The homework timetable is 
flexible for subjects, but 
should equate to between 7 
to 12 hours per week in total.   
 
There are peak times at 
certain points in the year 
where students may be 
required to spend longer on 
homework tasks. 
 
 

The homework timetable 
depends on individual 
programmes; the course 
requirements, indicating what 
is required when, are supplied 
at the start of the year.  

Length Maximum intended length of 
homework per subject should 
normally be 30 minutes per 
week. 
 
Subjects may have an 
extended task which replaces 
the usual homework 
timetable for that subject. 

Maximum intended length of 
homework per subject should 
normally be 1 hour per week. 
 
 
Subjects may have an 
extended task which replaces 
the usual homework 
timetable for that subject.  
  
Students must self-manage 
their work load so that final 
hand in dates are met. 
 
Some practical based 
subjects, such as Computing, 
PE, Dance, Drama and Music 
and Technology may require 
students to use specialist 
school resources or work as a 
group.  Students are 
expected, in these courses, to 
make use of school facilities 
during and after the school 
day. 
 

Minimum intended length of 
homework per subject should 
normally be 5 hours per 
week. 
 
Subjects may have an 
extended task which replaces 
the usual homework 
timetable for that subject.  
  
Students must self-manage 
their work load so that final 
hand in dates are met. 
 
Some practical based 
subjects, such as PE, Dance, 
Drama and Music and 
Technology require students 
to use specialist school 
resources or work as a group.  
Students are expected, in 
these courses, to make use of 
school facilities during and 
after the school day. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 4 
 
Feedback to Students on the Quality of their Work 
 
Hayesfield Girls’ School rewards students for being independent learners, and so students are praised for meeting 
homework deadlines and for showing good effort.  Students look to their teachers for a response on the quality of 
the work presented and feedback is given, where practical, in the next lesson.  Formative assessment techniques are 
used to provide students with feedback, stating clearly how further progress can be made.  However, it should also 
be noted that there is a need to ensure that demands on staff time is not too onerous – some homework tasks 
should be designed so that there is not too great a burden on teachers’ time.   
 
 
 
Appendix 5 
 
The role of parents and carers  
 
Whilst recognising that ultimately students are responsible for managing and completing homework on time to a 
good standard, nevertheless the role of the parent/carer is key to the successful completion of homework. At home, 
parents and carers should make it clear to their child that they value homework and support the school in explaining 
how it can help them progress.  Parents and carers are asked to support the school’s homework policy by: 
• checking and signing the Student Planner on a weekly basis; 
• checking that deadlines are met; 
• maintaining clear lines of communication with the school. For example, by contacting a tutor; 
• talking with their child about homework which should provide an opportunity to encourage and praise;  
• ensuring appropriate time is spent on each homework; 
• ensuring there’s a conducive environment for homework free from distractions. 

 
Parents are supported by the school so that they can help their children, in the following ways:  
 
Student Planner – Teachers will record any issues with homework; 
Meetings – Parents’ Evenings and yearly Information Evenings; 
Director of Achievement – for one-to-one high priority support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


