
 

 
 Bath and North East Somerset –  

The place  to live, work and visit 
 

working together for health & well-being 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
MMR vaccination programme 
 
You will have seen in the news that there have been serious outbreaks of measles in Wales over 
the last couple of months.  Although there are currently no confirmed cases in Bath and North East 
Somerset, outbreaks are now occurring widely in England, with teenagers being those most 
affected. This is because many of them missed out on their two doses of MMR vaccine in the late 
1990s and early 2000s following unfounded safety concerns. 
 
These outbreaks are a serious concern with up to a million children and young teenagers 
nationwide potentially being vulnerable to infection, especially unvaccinated or partially vaccinated 
10-16 year olds.   
 
As part of the routine childhood vaccination schedule, the first MMR vaccine is given at 13 months 
and the second dose is given from 3 years and 4 months, both doses are needed to give full 
protection.   
 
To ensure that all children in Bath and North East Somerset are protected against measles, I 
would encourage parents who are unsure if their children have received two doses of MMR 
vaccine as per above schedule to arrange an appointment with their GP.   
 
For children who have not yet reached the age for the MMR vaccinations above (13 months and 
over 3 years and 4 months) there is no need to get your child vaccinated earlier than the 
scheduled childhood vaccination dates. 
 
Parents of children aged between 10 and 16 who have missed out on the early childhood MMR 
vaccinations will receive a letter from their GP over the next couple of months inviting them to the 
practice for vaccination.   
 
If you do not receive a letter and are concerned that your child may not be fully vaccinated please 
contact your GP for advice.  If you are unsure if your child has been vaccinated you can check with 
your GP surgery. 
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With this letter is a flyer describing the disease and the benefits of the MMR vaccination.  It also 
answers some common questions about measles and the vaccine.  I hope it helps you decide on 
getting your child vaccinated against measles (as well as mumps and rubella). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Dr Bruce Laurence 
Director of Public Health 
Bath & North East Somerset Council   
Direct Dial Tel No: (01225) 394075 
Email: bruce_laurence@bathnes.gov.uk  
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