
Head Student, Milly’s Open Evening Speech 

I have had the pleasure of attending Hayesfield since year 7, I actually remember coming 
along to this event all those year ago. And what I really remember thinking is that as a young 
girl, I wasn’t as interested as my parents were in the grades and academic achievements 
Hayesfield students made. My main concern was that I liked the school. So, for all you 
potential students, I am hopefully going to give you a little insight into the opinions of a 
seasoned Hayesfield student.  

I am currently in Year 13 (otherwise known as upper sixth), studying Maths, Biology and 
Chemistry. Honestly, when I was in Year 11 I looked around other schools, at their Sixth 
Form, but as you can clearly see, I didn’t change schools and I am very glad I stayed.  

Hayesfield sixth form, much like the rest of the school, is a safe place where all students are 
encouraged to achieve their ambitions. Despite having attained my academic goals in my 
latest exams, it wasn’t always that way. When I came to Hayesfield in Year 7 I wasn’t in the 
top sets for everything, I found I had to work hard to obtain the levels I wanted and this was 
made 100 times easier with the support of the staff. Throughout my school career, I have 
always been challenged by my teachers to push myself and reach further, with that in mind 
and the knowledge that Sixth Form can be daunting, I decided Hayesfield’s Mixed Sixth Form 
was definitely the place for me. Because not only is it an amazing place of learning with 
brand new facilities but I knew and felt comfortable with my teachers.  

If there is one thing that I have learnt in the 7 years that I have been at Hayesfield it’s that 
growing up can be a little scary and involves making big decisions. Choosing GCSEs, A Levels 
and the most relevant to me at the moment, universities. But I can 100% reassure both 
students and parents that no one will be alone when making these choices. Time and time 
again my parents and I have been given guidance and advice about the best options for me 
and almost certainly, that advice was personal.  

Sixth Form aside, I know we have a uniform and I know we are all girls but I promise you, 
every single pupil you will meet in the school is entirely individual. Hayesfield recognises 
this, and gives each and every one of us the chance to grow independently. I am wishing to 
study medicine at university, I have a friend who wants to read English and another looking 
at Drama. And all 3 of us are fully aware of what we need to do in order to make these 
dreams a reality, thanks to the help provided by teachers. But none of us have been given 
the same advice…because none of us are the same. 

I was asked, when preparing for this evening, if I had any pearls of wisdom that I could offer 
you. There is a lot I could say but what I really want to do is encourage you to explore all 
your options, don’t rely solely on league tables and results (because we all know Hayesfield 
is the best anyway). You need to talk to staff and pupils, get a feel for the environment 
because a school is a lot more than just exams, or at least this one is. You girls won’t just be 
joining a school, you are joining a community. And I hope this evening you will all get a 
chance to experience that. A chance to experience the excitement that I felt joining 
Hayesfield all those years ago. A chance to realise what a wonderful school this really is. 


