
 
Curriculum Policy 

Aim 
 
The Hayesfield curriculum is designed to provide students with the necessary qualifications, skills and knowledge to 
thrive in global community. It meets the requirements for the English Baccalaureate, promotes British Values and 
Safeguarding whilst ensuring the coverage of spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development, while being: 

• creative and supportive 
• meaningful and contemporary 
• rigorous, challenging and questioning 
• personalised, motivating and empowering 
• collaborative and interdisciplinary 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to explain the structure and process behind the curriculum at Hayesfield. The policy includes 
information on the wider aspects of the curriculum, including Master Class, Ignite Days and extra-curricular activities.  
 
Content 
 
The curriculum is delivered through a two week 50 period timetable, as detailed in Appendix 1. Although curricular 
provision can be divided into three broad stages: Key Stage 3, 4 and 5, there is continuity and progression between each 
stage. Appendix 2 shows the characteristics that are developed through the curriculum offer.  Appendix 3 provides an 
overview of the main KS3 curriculum and Appendix 4 shows how the curriculum offer is adapted for those students who 
need extra support in English and/or Maths on entry to Hayesfield.  Appendix 5 provides an overview of the KS4 
curriculum and Appendix 5 details the KS5 Curriculum offer.  Cross-curricular themes are delivered through bespoke 
‘Ignite Days’, which are detailed in Appendix 7.   
 
Curriculum information is available on the Hayesfield website, including Hayesfield’s extra-curricular provision, LEAP, 
which is detailed in Appendix 8. Appendix 9 explains how the curriculum promotes British Values, Safeguarding and 
students’’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural (SMSC) development. 
 
The Curriculum Policy operates with the Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy, the Teaching and Learning Policy 
and the Transition Policy (currently being developed) and the Gifted and Talented Policy. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
The Deputy Head (Curriculum) is responsible for curriculum planning and delivery across the school.  Heads of Faculty 
are responsible for line managing and supporting Heads of Subject in the development, delivery and outcomes of the 
curriculum. Teaching staff are responsible for implementation of curriculum plans, delivery, assessment and reporting. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The effectiveness of this policy is evaluated through the school’s work sampling, lesson observations and learning walks. 
Student progress acts as a key indicator as to the effectiveness and suitability of the curriculum for each student. The 
Policy is reviewed annually.  
 
Approved by: Senior Leadership Team   Date: September 2016            Review by : July 2017 



 
Appendix 1 
 
The Hayesfield Curriculum Model 
 
The table below shows the curriculum provision for each subject, from Year 7 to Year 11. Figures stated are the number 
of periods allocated to each subject a fortnight. 
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Appendix 2 
 
Characteristics of a Hayesfield Student 
 
The statements below were developed and agreed by students and staff and provide a focus for the curriculum: 
 

• A Hayesfield student is committed to personal and professional success through achieving challenging 
personal goals. 

• They actively champion and work for their school and community whilst recognising themselves as global 
citizens in a diverse and changing world.  

• A Hayesfield student is confident and decisive in their informed opinions and is open to different attitudes 
or intellectual challenge. 

• They have strong values and the courage to defend them; not turning away when they see suffering.  
• A Hayesfield student possesses an inquiring mind; always seeks opportunities to further their own learning 

and grow intellectually and emotionally.  
• They approach challenges with enthusiasm and confidence showing resilience in the face of difficulties. 
• A Hayesfield student works collaboratively; they will lead and inspire others to achieve and celebrate 

success.  
• They have the capacity, spirit and moral courage to achieve their ambitions and to enjoy the journey along 

the way 
  



 
Appendix 3 
 
The Key Stage 3 Curriculum 
 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum is designed to create a smooth transition between the content and skills covered in the new 
Primary National Curriculum and the subject content delivered at Key Stage 4.  
 
All subjects have a three year KS3 curriculum model with the exceptions of English, Maths and Science. These core 
subjects have a two year KS3 curriculum, so that the GCSE content can be delivered from Year 9 onwards.  
 

 
Curriculum Allocations (table shows number of periods a fortnight) 

 
 

Year 7 
 

 
Year 8 

 
Year 9 

 
Art (2)  
Dance (1) 
Dance (1) 
Drama(1)  
English (5) Reading (1) 
French (and Spanish from Term 3) (4)  
Geography (3)  
History (3)  
Masterclass  (2)  
Maths (6)  
Music(2)  
PE (4)  
PSHE (2)  
Religious Studies (2)  
Science(6)  
Technology and Computing (6)  
 
Catch Up Curriculum: 
Achievement First (literacy support) (16) 
Score 100 (numeracy support) (12) 
 

 
Art (2)  
Computing (2) 
Dance (1) 
Drama (1)  
English (5) Reading (1) 
Geography (3)  
History (3)  
Languages (French and Spanish) (7)  
Maths (6)  
Music(2)  
PE (4)  
PSHE (1) 
Religious Studies (2)  
Science(6)  
Technology (4)  
 
 
Catch Up Curriculum: 
Achievement First (literacy support) (13) 
 

 
Art (2)  
Computing (2)  
Dance (1) 
Drama (1)  
English (6)  
Geography (3)  
History (3)  
Languages (Spanish and French) 
(6)  
Maths (7)  
Music(2)  
PE (4)  
PSHE (1)  
Religious Studies (2)  
Science(6)  
Technology (4)  
 

 
Master Class 
 
Year 7 students at Hayesfield are able to choose a skill they would like to develop or pick a new activity to try during the 
Masterclass curriculum, which is held on Period 5 every Friday. 
  
Master Class enables a large number of Year 7 students to participate in a Year 7 choir. Singing in a large choir develops 
the discipline, self-control and mutual respect that is essential for any kind of music performance. Singing with others is 
also an enriching and at times spiritual experience. 
  
Other activities in Masterclass include Cycling Proficiency and a range of creative and leadership opportunities 



 
Appendix 4 
 
The Key Stage 3 Catch-Up Curriculum 
 
Achievement First 
 
The Achievement First Curriculum is a coherent curriculum aiming to be relevant, engaging and interesting, enabling 
pupils to make good progress through effective differentiation according to need.  
This curriculum is appropriate for students who are significantly below their chronological reading age at the start of the 
Year and significantly below their national indicator at KS2. For students to be able to access and be successful in their 
secondary education improving their literacy will be a key factor. As a result there is a value for some students to spend 
additional, concentrated time on developing confidence and competence in literacy. Students following the 
Achievement First Curriculum in Year 7 will not attend the traditional History, Geography and languages lessons. In Year 
8 and Year 9 students who have yet to make significant progress in the Achievement First Curriculum will not attend 
Language lessons.  

Key aims:  

All students, by the end of Year 7 will have a reading age of 11. 

All students by the end of Year 8 will have a reading age of 12. 

The Achievement First Curriculum is designed to help pupils develop their ability to become successful learners, 
confident individuals and responsible citizens by developing pupils’ skills in the three focuses for learning: 

• Attitudes and Attributes – becoming determined, adaptable, confident in risk taking and enterprising 
• Skills – literacy, numeracy, ICT, personal learning and thinking skills 
• Knowledge and Understanding of the big ideas that shape the world. 

 
 

Score 100 
 
‘Score 100’ is a numeracy-based curriculum for students who are working below age-related expectations in Maths or 
for those who have a specific difficulty with Maths that will affect their ability to access the secondary school curriculum. 
It is designed to equip students with the numeracy skills they need to be confident and successful at Secondary School.  
 
The curriculum time in Technology and Computing is used to provide the extra time needed to secure rapid progress.  It 
is a challenging course that aims to fast track students to level 5 by the end of Year 7 so that they can enter the full 
curriculum as normal in Year 8. If students make significant progress within the year, it is possible for them to graduate 
into the Technology and Computing curriculum time during Year 7. 
 

  



 
Appendix 5 
 
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
Students are taught English (Literature and Language), Maths and Science (Combined or Separate Sciences GCSE). 
Alongside these core subjects, students also study RS, core PE and PSHE. Students are then able to choose four option 
subjects. The Options Process is designed to ensure that almost all students are eligible for the English Baccalaureate.  
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Curriculum Allocations (table shows number of periods a fortnight) 

 
Year 10 Year 11 

English (7) 
Maths (7) 
Core PE (2 or 4) 
PSHE (1) 
RS (1) 
Science (10) 

English (7) 
Maths (7) 
Core PE (2 or 4) 
PSHE (1) 
RS (1) 
Science (10) 
 

Option Subjects 
 
Applied Business (5) 
Art (5) 
Child Development (5) 
Drama (5) 
Economics (5) 
Engineering (5) 
English or Maths support (2) 
French (5) 
GCSE Music (fast track) (2) 
Geography (5) 
German (5) 
Global Perspectives (2) 
Health and Social (5) 
History (5) 
Latin (5) 
Media (5) 
Music (5) 
PE (5) 
Photography (5) 
Resistant  Materials (5) 
RS (5) 
Sociology (5) 
Spanish (5) 
Technology support (2) 
Textiles (5) 

Option Subjects 
 
Applied Business (5) 
Art (5) 
Child Development (5) 
Critical Thinking (2) 
Curriculum Support (5) 
Dance (5) 
Drama (5)                              
Dual Language (5) 
Engineering  (5) 
English or Maths support (2) 
Food (5) 
French (5) 
GCSE Music (fast track) (2) 
Geography (5) 
German (5) 
Global Perspectives (2) 
Health and Social Care (5) 
History (5) 
Latin (5) 
Music (5) 
PE (5) 
Photography (5) 
Resistant Materials (5) 
RS (5) 
Sociology (5) 
Spanish (5) 
Technology support (2) 
Textiles (5) 



 
Appendix 6 
 
The Sixth Form Curriculum 
 

There are a range of 5 vocational/ applied qualifications which can be combined with A Levels or provide a full 
curriculum by themselves. Students who enter the Sixth form with 5 grade Cs (5s) will study 3 subjects. Those students 
entering with a wide range of A*/As ( 7,8,9s) will have the opportunity to study 4 subjects. 

 All Sixth form students follow a study skills programme for the first term in year 12, with many continuing onto the full 
EPQ qualification after that point. PSHE is taught weekly for one hour and covers WEX, careers, post 18 destinations, 
well-being and British Values.  

 Sixth form subjects have 8 periods a fortnight. Sixth form group sizes will influence the number of periods if they are 
below 10. Significantly smaller groups sizes may result in Year 12 and 13 groups being combined to ensure curriculum 
provision. Sixth form students are also encouraged to study an EPQ and are provided with opportunities to continue to 
study English and Maths where they have not obtained a C ( 5) grade in one of these at GCSE through resit groups.  

A link to the Sixth Form Curriculum information is included below: 

http://hayesfieldsixthform.com/index.php/our-sixth-form/curriculum/ 
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Sixth Form Curriculum Offer 

 

Year 12 Year 13 

Applied Science 
Art 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Dance 
Economics 
English Lang. 
English Lit. 
Food Tech 
French 
Further Maths 
Geography 
German  
Health & Social Care 
History 
Maths 
Media 
Music (with Y13) 
PE 
Philosophy & Ethics 
Photography 
Physics 
Politics 
Product Design 
Psychology 
Public Services BTEC 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Technical Performing Arts 
Textiles 
Theatre Studies 
 

Applied Science  
Art  
Biology   
Business Studies  
Chemistry  
Dance  
Economics  
English Lang   
English Lit  
Food Tech 
French 
Further Maths  
Geography 
Health & Social Care  
History   
Maths 
Media 
Music (with Y12) 
PE 
Philosophy & Ethics 
Photography   
Physics   
Politics  
Product Design 
Psychology 
Public Services BTEC 
Sociology   
Spanish 
Technical Performing Arts 
Textiles  
Theatre Studies 
 



 
Appendix 7  

Ignite Days 
 
During each Ignite Day the normal timetable is suspended to allow students and staff to work and learn together and 
allocate more time to a particular theme. The 3 Ignite Days throughout the year allow students to experience cross-
curricular learning including employability skills, STEM and PSHEE. Each Ignite Day has an over-arching theme for each 
year group, with each year group examining and developing them with different activities and levels of complexity.  
 
One of the largest Ignite Day activities is the Employability Fair held each year, which hosts over 30 external 
professionals from a wide range of careers. This Employability Fair is visited by a number of Year Groups and supports 
the work done by the Applied Learning to promote and develop careers and employability guidance. 
 
In 2015, Hayesfield was awarded the Employability Charter Mark, recognizing the work done in promoting careers 
throughout the curriculum and the school’s work with local businesses. 
 
The Ignite Days have the following allocated themes: 
 
The Hayesfield Way – school ethos and expectations (focus on school culture) 
Employability – careers and employer engagement 
British Values – includes coverage of the PREVENT strategy 



 
Ignite Days – Overview  

 The Ignite cross-curricular days provide Hayesfield students an opportunity to expand their learning, develop skills and to explore the relevance of a wide range of topics.  

 
Ignite Days  

 
 
 

 
Year 6 

 
Year 7 

 
Year 8 

 
Year 9 

 
Year 10 

 
Year 11 

 
Year 12 

 
Year 13 

 
 
The 
Hayesfield 
Way 
 
 

  
The Hayesfield Way – year group based rota of activities 

• The Hayesfield Girl          
• Leadership                        
• The Growth Mind Set     
• Building Resilience          
• British and Hayesfield Values    

 

 
Yr 12 - Focus on 
Aspiration University 
taster trip  

 
UCAS – UCAS guidance and 
advice 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Employability 

 
Languages day 
Provides 
Primary 
students unique 
access to 
languages 
education, in an 
engaging 
context 

 
The Science Factor   
Shows students the 
variety of Science and 
STEM opportunities 
available locally and 
nationally 
 
 
 

 
Young 
Engineers 
Promotes the 
vast technology 
and engineering 
employment 
opportunities  

 
Dragon’s Den 
Provides 
students with 
advice and 
challenges to 
support their 
understanding of 
personal finance 

 
Employability Skills  
Provides students 
with advice on 
CV’s, interviews 
and applications, 
along with 
developing skills 
needed for 
employment 

 
Employability Fair   
Provides students with 
access to an enormous 
range of professions 
both local and 
national and to 
develop their 
understanding of the 
opportunities 
available. Students 
also have mock 
interview 

 
Employability Fair  
Provides students 
with access to an 
enormous range of 
professions both local 
and national and 
develops  their 
understanding of the 
opportunities 
available 

 
Employability  Fair  
Provides students with 
access to an enormous 
range of professions both 
local and national and 
develops their 
understanding of the 
opportunities available 
 

 
 
British Values 

 
Technology day 
Provides 
technology 
challenges for 
Primary 
students 

 
Democracy 
Provides activities to 
develop students self-
knowledge, self-
esteem and self-
confidence 

 
Tolerance  
Activities and 
excursions to 
develop a wider 
understanding 
and tolerance of 
religions and 
cultures  

 
Individual 
Liberty 
Encourages 
students to have 
respect for 
democracy and 
support for the 
democratic 
processes 

 
Mutual respect 
Support students 
understanding of 
aspects of mutual 
respect in  a global 
and historic context 

 
The Rule of Law 
Activities designed to 
enable  students to 
distinguish right from 
wrong and to 
understand  respect 
more fully the civil and 
criminal law of 
England 

 
Parliament / London 
trip 
Trip to London to visit 
Parliament and 
understand more on 
about government 
and democracy 

 
Math’s Finance Day 
Provide students with  
information and guidance 
on all aspects of personal 
finance 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 8 
 
Extra-curricular Provision  

LEAP (Learning Enrichment and Activity Programme) is Hayesfield’s extra-curricular programme and runs from 3.15 to 
4.15, 5 days of the week. LEAP includes a wide variety of activities that develop students learning, skills and experiences.  
The LEAP provision includes opportunities for students to 'Extend' their learning in subjects they study, to 'Enrich' their 
life experiences by trying new activities and for them to be able access 'Intervention' should they need additional 
support. 

Years 7 and 8 only Years 7 - 11 Years 9 -11 only 
Board game making 
Cycling proficiency 
Fish keeping  
Gardening Club 
Horrible Histories 
Hush Choir 
Latin beginners 
Lego 
Messy Maths 
Poetry Club 
Public speaking 
Reading group 
School production 
Tag Rugby 
 

3D sculpting 
Amnesty International 
Dance 
Digital Makers 
English support 
Football 
Google Earth Explorers 
Gymnastics 
HASA 
Hockey 
Lacrosse 
Mandarin beginners 
Maths support 
Mindfulness 
Minecraft 
MUN 
Netball 
Orchestra 
Photography 
Russian beginners 
Ski Fitness 
Social badminton 
Trampoline Club 
Wind Band 
 

Combined Cadet Force 
Cooking 
Cycling Club 
Dungeons and Dragons 
Engineering 
English Film Club 
Extension Languages 
History Film Club 
HOST Choir 
Key Stage 4 controlled assessment 
support (various subjects) 
Key Stage 4 examination support and 
intervention (various subjects) 
Philosophy 
Photography 
Rowing Club 
School production (Year 9 only) 
Scientific drawing 
Social Sciences 
Textiles 
Topical Science 

The LEAP programme includes homework clubs each afternoon and an additional homework club run at Southside 
Community Center, twice a week on Monday and Thursday.  

  



 
Appendix  9 

Gifted and Talented Students  

Students in all classes are encouraged to look for excitement and progression. Classroom teaching strategies enable all 
students to find and follow up stretch and challenge work. Beyond the classroom, students have the LEAP after school 
programme to pursue a very wide offer of sports, clubs, interest groups and cross-curricular activities with new events 
three times each year. 

Families can support students in a further range of local, low cost or no cost activities suggested by departments in the 
Gifted and Talented section of the school website. 

The school offers additional on-site visits by outside groups, speakers and ex-Hayesfield students to inspire and widen 
students’ understanding and experience. There is also specialist advice for applicants to elite university courses, 
including Oxbridge, Medicine, Law and other competitive courses. 

Gifted and Talented students have a wide range of additional opportunities, including students being able to: 

• Take part in Hayesfield Library activities, such as shadowing the Carnegie Award, Battle of the Books, The 
Centurion Award and/or read shortlists for the Booker Prize 

• Enjoy a range of live theatre via Hayesfield Theatre Club 
• Establish Book Circles, Fan Fiction Workshops, Film Clubs and the like to share expertise and enthusiasm. Enjoy 

Lego Robotiks, Raspberry Pi and similar construction challenges 
• Create extensive, complex Minecraft worlds 
• Enjoy using music technology programmes professionally 
• Join the Model United Nations debating team 
• Participate in the UKMT Maths Challenge Problem 

Please refer to the school’s Gifted and Talented Policy for more information. 
 
  



 
Appendix 10 
 
Wider Aspects of the Curriculum 
 

1. British Values in the Curriculum  
 
Hayesfield has a comprehensive programme for promoting British Values.. This includes a dedicated Ignite day for all 
students, with each year group focussing on depth on one particular British Value, with all being covered for each year 
group on a rolling programme. In addition, each year group has focussed assemblies on each of the British Values. 

Each year group has focussed assemblies on each of the British Values, delivered by the Senior Leadership team and 
tutor groups also do their own assembly, once a year, on a British Value of their choice. 

The tutorial programme links to British Values throughout, for example the voting activities are linked to democracy and 
‘Rights Respecting Child’ to mutual respect. 

The link to the British Value pages of the Hayesfield website is shown below: 

http://www.hayesfield.com/index.php/about/british-values/ 

 

2. Safeguarding Children in the Curriculum 

All areas of the curriculum actively promote the schools ‘keep safe’ ethos. The PSHE curriculum addresses all aspects of 
modern life and allows students to consider issues such as: 

• Drugs and Alcohol 
• Wellbeing 
• E Safety 
• Body Image 
• Bullying 

 
 

3. SMSC Development in the Curriculum 

All subject schemes of work identify areas where students experience social, moral, spiritual and cultural development. 
These themes are described below: 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their:  

• ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and 
their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 
• use of imagination and creativity in their learning 
• willingness to reflect on their experiences. 

http://www.hayesfield.com/index.php/about/british-values/


 
The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

• ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own 
lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England  

• understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 
• interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand 

and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

• use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with other pupils, 
including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds 

• willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating 
well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively 

• acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills 
and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:  

• understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 
and those of others 

• understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an essential 
element of their preparation for life in modern Britain 

• knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, 
and in continuing to develop Britain 

• willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities 
• interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity 

and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance 
and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global 
communities. 
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